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"I applaud Member States’ commitment to reform laws and protect rights. The 
evidence shows that when laws are strengthened to support gender equality and 

the rights of key populations and confront stigmatisation, countries have much 
greater success in treatment and prevention programmes, bene�ting everyone. 

They’ve rolled back HIV. We need to keep moving forward in our common journey, 
away from harmful, punitive, outdated often colonial laws and from all forms of 
discrimination. Epidemics magnify our worst traits—inequalities, injustices, and 

fear; but also, our best traits—ingenuity, resilience, and courage. I’m con�dent we 
will win, together." 

-Opening remarks by UNAIDS Executive Director, 
Winnie Byanyima 

at the High-Level Meeting on AIDS, 8th June 2021
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The HIV prevalence among adults 15-49 years is 1.4% (1.9% females to 0.9% males and 1.9% females to 1.1% 
males ages 15-64 years). Furthermore, the HIV prevalence gender disparity between females and males was 
greatest among younger adults, with females age 20-24years (1.3%) having almost 4 times the prevalence of 
males in the same age group (0.4%) NAIIS, 2018.

This, amongst other statistics contribute to persisting evidences which reveal that advancing gender 
equality, Sexual and Reproductive Health and Rights (SRHR) is key to ending the HIV epidemic as a public 
health threat by 2030. In Nigeria, it has been acknowledged that women, girls, HIV key and vulnerable 
populations face multiple, intersecting and shifting socio-cultural, economic, environmental and health 
challenges all through their life cycles. Thus, it is imperative that interventions geared towards bridging 
gender equality gaps in the national HIV and AIDS response be subjected to continuous assessment to the 
extent to which the national HIV/AIDS response consider gender disparity.  The National Agency for the 
Control of AIDS (NACA) collaborated with the Federal Ministry of Women Affairs, UNAIDS and the United 
Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) to conduct this 2021 
Assessment.

The 2021 Gender Assessment of the HIV and AIDS Response in the Federal Republic of Nigeria evaluated 
available information, providing a condensed report of the country’s HIV epidemic, context, and response 
from a gender perspective. Furthermore, the assessment afforded several gender-responsive and gender-
transformative recommendations and standard interventions to address key gendered- breaches 
pertaining to HIV & AIDS treatment and community care and support services; thereby encouraging 
allocation of resources towards a sustainable and revolutionary HIV response.

We recommend that the information in this 2021 Gender Assessment Report be deployed for national policy 
decision by government institutions, decision-makers and programme leaders from varied sectors: 
comprising of, but not limited to employment, child protection, adolescents and young people,  health, 
education, justice and labour; local governments; professionals; Civil Society Organizations (CSOs), 
including girls, women and youth groups; as well as  partners and donors working on HIV, gender equality, 
health, sexual and reproductive health and rights (SRHR), and human rights, as it provides robust evidence 
to guide gender responsive interventions towards the achievement of a gender transformative HIV and 
AIDS response in Nigeria.

Dame Paullen Tallen OFR KSG                                                                                           
Minister of Women Affairs 
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In Nigeria, girls and women are disproportionately burdened by HIV. The most recent data available from 
UNAIDS: - AIDS info, 2021- shows that HIV prevalence among adult women aged 15 to 49 years (1.6%) is 
considerably higher than of men at 1.0%. Furthermore, in 2020, women accounted for 62% of new HIV 
infections among adults in the country while more women than men are retained in HIV care and have higher 
viral suppression rates.

The National Agency for the Control of AIDS (NACA) with support from UNAIDS Country Office (UCO) in 
Nigeria and the Joint UN Team on AIDS conducted the �rst Gender Assessment of the HIV response in 2013. 
Its �ndings and recommendations facilitated the development of evidence-based priorities to achieve a 
gender transformative, equitable and rights-based approach in the response.

To ensure a sustained gender response in HIV/AIDS programming, a second gender assessment was 
conducted in 2021 with support from UNAIDS and the United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the 
Empowerment of Women (UN Women). This national assessment is aimed at providing a comprehensive and 
in-depth review of the gender equity and inclusion dimensions of the national HIV epidemic and the national 
policy and programmatic response, as well as making evidence-based recommendations that can and 
should be implemented.

The Gender Assessment of the HIV Response in the Federal Republic of Nigeria was guided by the UNAIDS 
Gender Assessment Tool which was adapted to �t the local context. A steering committee was constituted to 
secure high level commitment of all relevant stakeholders in the national HIV and AIDS response. The process 
involved rigorous qualitative data collection and collation in six (6) States plus the Federal Capital Territory. 
The qualitative data was analysed to better understand entrenched gender inequalities and to further 
provide clarity on the available quantitative data gathered from the comprehensive up-to-date secondary 
information on the national HIV epidemic and the HIV response. The �ndings were utilized to generate 
evidence-based recommendations and develop action plans for a more gender responsive national and 
multi sectoral HIV response.

I am therefore delighted to present the report of the 2021 Gender Assessment of the Nigerian HIV Response 
and hope that the information in it will facilitate advancing gender equality, sexual, reproductive health and 
rights (SRHR) towards ending the AIDS epidemic as a public health threat by 2030.  
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Gender responsiveness is critical and key to achieving desired outcomes in programming.  Periodic 
assessment of gender management systems, programmes and outcomes will further enable gender 
equality and improve results geared towards the achievement of the global targets of ending AIDS by 2030. It 
is against this background that the National Agency for the Control of AIDS (NACA) collaborated with the 
Federal Ministry of Women Affairs and with support from UNAIDS and the United Nations Entity for Gender 
Equality and the Empowerment of Women (UN Women) to conduct the second Gender Assessment of the 
National HIV/AIDS response in Nigeria in 2021. Many institutions and individuals contributed to the timely 
success of the assessment. 

I sincerely recognise the effort of the coordinating team for the second Gender Assessment of the national 
HIV/AIDs response in Nigeria ably led by Dr. Yinka Falola-Anoemuah, the Deputy Director, Gender Human 
Rights and Cares Services NACA and the GHRCSS team. I want to communicate our immense gratitude to the 
consultants- Dr Maria Nyikuri (International), Dr. Izeduwa Derex-Briggs (national lead consultant) and the 
three national co-consultants- Dr Ejiro Otive-Igbuzor, Dr Bisayo Odetoyinbo and Mr Jacob Awolaja. We 
appreciate your tenacity and professionalism that cumulated in the delivery of this report. 

The technical guidance, contributions and the support by the core team, the Gender Assessment Team (GAT) 
and all the partner institutions at all the technical meetings which were physical, virtual and hybrid made the 
assessment the success it is. Worthy of special note is the effort of officers of UNAIDS & UN Women global, in-
country offices and Technical Support Mechanism (TSM) who worked with us on the project, particularly 
Rupa Bhadra, Gabriel Undelikwo, Sam Anya, Doris Ogbang, Patience Ekeoba, Nazneen Damji and Elena 
Kudravtseva.

The insights provided by various organization leads during interviews are well appreciated. We also 
appreciate the efforts of the zonal representatives and staff of SACA of the six (6) States who participated in 
the assessment including Akwa-Ibom, Anambra, Benue, Lagos, Taraba, Kano States and FCT. 

To the community members, especially women, men, youths, adolescents, key population members 
including transgender and people with disability who were bold enough to share their experiences during 
the qualitative sessions, we say a big thank you. 

Finally, the efforts of the staff of the Gender, Human Rights and Care Support Services (GHRCSS) Division of 
the Community Prevention and Care Services (CPCS) Department of NACA is worthy of mention here.

 I believe this effort by all is worthy of the great results which would be deployed appropriately for use 
towards a more gender transformative national HIV/AIDS response in Nigeria

Alex Ogundipe, B. Pharm, MPH
Director, Community Prevention and Care Services, NACA
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“During COVID-19 restrictions, GBV cases 
escalated. It is exciting that stakeholders rub 

minds together and pave the way for the 
intervention of GBV.”

Mrs Assumpta Reginald
The National Coordinator of ASWHAN

“Nothing for us without us” PLHIV want to be at 
the table in decision-making processes, “let's 
decide the way forward together” NEPWHAN 
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PREPARING
FOR THE GENDER

ASSESSMENT

KNOWING
THE NATIONAL
HIV EPIDEMIC
AND CONTEXT

KNOWING
THE NATIONAL
HIV RESPONSE

ANALYSIS AND 
USING GENDER

ASSESSMENT
FINDINGS

FOR A GENDER-
TRANSFORMATIVE

HIV RESPONSE

Gender equality in HIV
policies and programmes:
participation, coordination,
human resource capacity
and competencies
Investment: budgetary
allocation and expenditure
key components:
prevention, treatment, care
and support, gender-based
violence, sexual and 
reproductive health and 
rights
Populations: woman and
girls, key populations,
youth, man and boys

Ensure high-level
commitment
Establish a gender
assessment team
Development a gender
assessment framework and 
resource plan
Collect key documentation 
and data
Organize a gender
assessment workshop

Magnitude of the HIV
epidemic prevalence,
incidence and behaviourial
data, gender-based
violence, sexual and
reproductive health and 
rights
Contextual determinants:
gender norms, social,
cultural, geographical
location, economic, legal
and political factors

Response and gaps
analysis: policy and 
programmes
Results-based planning:
goal, objectives,
interventions, budget,
monitoring and evaluation
and implementation
framework; alignment with
the UNAIDS Strategy
2016-2021 and the 2016
Political Declaration on
Ending AIDS

06 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



07REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



08 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



09REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



10 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



02.02.
CHAPTER

11REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



12 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



13REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



14 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



15REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



40

30

20

10

 0

37.4

30.2 27.4

13.5

21.2
17.2

22.9

19.4

25.0

17.1

8.6

5.6
4.2 3.4

10.9

15

2007 2010 2014 2020
BBFSW NBBFSW PWIDMSM

16 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



17REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



18 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



19REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



20 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



21REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



22 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



23 REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



24 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



25REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



26 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



27REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



28 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



29REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



30 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



31REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



03.03.
CHAPTER

32 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



33REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



34 NATIONAL AGENCY FOR THE CONTROL OF AIDS



Re
po

rt
ed

 E
xp

en
di

tu
re

 b
as

ed
 o

n 
Fu

nd
in

g
So

ur
ce

 in
 U

SD
 M

ill
io

ns

2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012

700
600
500
400
300
200
100

0
2015 2016 2018

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%
0%

Donor Funds
Government Funds
Local Private Expenditure
Donor Funds as Percentage of Total Expenditures

44%

85%
92%

76% 75%
82%

77%
88% 89%

98%

8
11

255
365

44 30
98

317
371

125

409

89
123

442

428

58

455

58

429

10

Expenditure on HIV

35 REPORT OF THE GENDER ASSESSMENT OF THE HIV RESPONSE IN NIGERIA



299,246,295

394,963,881

415,287,430

501,467,005

496,917,471 577,432,900

Trend of Total Expenditure on HIV (USD), Nigeria 2007 -2018
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HIV testing and treament cascade, Nigeria (2019)
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Awareness and uptake of PEP

Ever head of PEP Ever taken PEP

Ever heard of PEP vs Ever taken PEP
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Ever head of PEP Ever taken PEP
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TOLL FREE ON

6222
and have a chat with us @ the

NATIONAL CALL CENTRE

@nationalcallce2@nationalcallcentre@nationalcallcentre

For information on HIV/AIDS
& Related Diseases
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